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This is an interactive teacher-led 
verbal storytelling activity, with 
options for drawings and writing 
extension activities.

This activity is suitable for both  
lower and higher level readers— 
both symbols and words are used.

The aim of the activity is to increase 
pupils’ confidence in taking part in 
creative activities. By starting with 
humorous pre-set story options,  
and active teacher participation 
to break the ice, I hope that by the 
second part of the activity the class 
will be actively involved, and feel 
more comfortable and confident in 
sharing ideas.

Materials needed: 
s Paper/card to print out the story cards

s 4 boxes/bags 

s A whiteboard or similar for the teacher 

s A4 paper and pencils for the optional    
 extension activity 

MAKING A STORY BY KATIE HARNETT 1 / 13



Activity instructions  
 
If using the physical cards:
1. Print out and cut out the cards, and separate 
them into objects, places, descriptions and 
characters. Put each category in their own box 
or bag to be passed around.

2. Introduce the activity (you are going to be 
making a story together as a class!)

3. Read out the story on the Activity Sheet, and 
when you get to a new character/object/place/
description, ask a student to pick one out of 
the bag.

4. Draw the character (or other) on the board! If 
you’re worried about your drawing skills don’t 
be, this is all part of the fun. If it’s a challenging 
thing to draw, let the children know!

5. Finish the fill-in the blanks story, asking 
students to choose from the bag and adding 
drawings to the board as you go.

6. Ask the class the questions in Part 2 to round 
out the story, and create an ending. Add things 
like the characters’ names and outfits to your 
drawings.

7. If suitable, move on to Part 3. Give out the 
story worksheets, and encourage the students 
to make an illustrated version of the story.

If using the number system 
(for virtual sessions):
1. Print out and cut out the cards, and separate 
them into objects, places, descriptions and 
characters. 

2. Write a number on the back of each card.

3. Introduce the activity (you are going to be 
making a story together as a class!)

4. Read out the story on the Activity Sheet, and 
when you get to a new character/object/place/
description, ask a student to pick a number in 
the range provided, then show them the card.

5. If possible draw the character (or other) on 
the virtual whiteboard! If you’re worried about 
your drawing skills don’t be, this is all part 
of the fun. If it’s a challenging thing to draw,  
let the children know!

6. Finish the story, asking students to choose 
numbers and adding drawings to the board 
as you go.

7. Ask the class the questions in Part 2 to round 
out the story, and create an ending. Add things 
like the character’s names and outfits to your 
drawings.

8. If suitable, move on to Part 3. Send out the 
story worksheets, and encourage the students 
to make an illustrated version of the story. 

       

Katie Harnett
Katie is an illustrator and writer of children’s 
books, including Franklin’s Flying Bookshop 
and Monty & The Poodles. She has delivered 
workshops for Pop Up Festival in both 
mainstream and special schools.  
Find out more about Katie here: 
www.katieharnett.com
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Once upon a time there was (character 1), who had a (object 1) and 

lived in a (describing 1) (place 1). One day, their friend, (character 

2) knocked on the door. “ Hello (character 1) ! I need your help. My 

(object 2) has been stolen by (character 3) and I can’t get it back 

without your help.” “I’ll help you,” (character 1) said, “even though I’m 

a bit scared.” So they packed a bag, put on their special outfits, and 

set out to find the (place 2 ). They had to pass through the (place 

2). the (place 3) and the (describing 3) (place 4). There would be 

dangers along the way, like the terrible (describing 2) (character 4), 

the horrible (character 5), and the huge and terrifying (describing 4) 

(character 5), but they knew they had to try.

Now you have the start of the story!

Activity 
Making A Story: Part 1 
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Once upon a time there was (character 1), who had a (o    e ct 1) and 

lived in a (describin 1) (  lace 1)  . One day, their friend, (character  

knocked on the door. “ Hello (character 1) ! I need your help. My 

(obect 2) has been stolen by (character 3) and I can’t get it back 

without your help.” “I’ll help you,” (character 1) said, “even though I’m 

a bit scared.” So they packed a bag, put on their special outfits, and 

set out to find the      lace 2 ). They had to pass through the (      lace. 

the (    lace 3)  and the (describin 3)      lace 4). There would be 

dangers along the way, like the terrible (describin 2) (character 4), 

the horrible (character )  , and the huge and terrifying (describin 4) 

(character ), but they knew they had to try.

Story Worksheet
Print out the Story Worksheet for your pupils to complete their own stories. 
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Making A Story: 
Part 2  
 
 
— What are the main characters’ names? 

— What are the characters like? Are they both  
 brave? Both scared? Are they quiet or loud? 

— What did the characters pack for their   
 journey? 

— What might their special outfit have been? 

— How could the main character’s object   
 help with the quest?

— Why did the evil character steal the object? 

— What might happen in the places they  
 pass through? 

— Imagine the characters on the journey   
 through the dangerous places. How   
 might they make it through? Make sure   
 both characters have something to do 

— What will the characters say when they   
 meet the evil character?

— How will they get the stolen object back? 

— How will they celebrate when they get   
 back home? 

Congratulations! You have made a  
finished story! 

If you want to you can now move on to Part 3. 

 
Making A Story: 
Part 3 
 
Write out and illustrate your story!
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pigeon

pirate robot

fairy dog crocodile

hedgehog caterpillar cowgirl

unicorn fish

Character cards
Sheet 1
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werewolf cat

bee

dragon butterfly witch

wizard mouse rabbit

tiny elephant

Character cards
Sheet 2
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beautiful

fluffy

wooden metal tiny

wet

Describing cards
Sheet 1

cold
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soft

spooky leafy huge



pink

hot blue

yellow

green red

Describing cards
Sheet 2

quietloud
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magic ring bushy eyebrows

magic spoon

x-ray eyes big packpack shiny shoes

magic teapot magic key huge onion

magic paintbrush

Objects cards 
Sheet 1
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ROLLERSKATES

tennis racket

magic hat

magic tree beautiful hair

a kite

Objects cards 
Sheet 2

little frog

guitar
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garden

mountain forest

castle beach

farmhouse

palace

Places cards
Sheet 1
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cave flat

Places cards
Sheet 2

cafe

hot air balloon the sea

boat
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village


