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This easily adaptable activity is 
suitable for both readers and non-
readers, from about 5 years and up.

The activity can be used on its own, 
or to support the reading in class of 
books I’ve illustrated: Hummingbird 
(written by Nicola Davies), or 
Swallow’s Kiss (written by Sita 
Brahmachari. Both these books  
are suitable for a reading age of  
5–11+ years.

Type of activity: 
colouring and collaging brightly coloured paper 
birds. The activity can also be extended to 
involve a creative writing aspect.

Aim of activity: to make a beautiful 
communal classroom display which each child 
can make a valued individual contribution to, 
increasing their confidence in making and 
creative writing.

Materials needed: 
s Light card 

s Broad/brush tip felt pens 

s Scissors 

s Glue sticks

Making birds
We are going to make a glorious flock 
of colourful paper birds to fly across the 
classroom!

Using the bird template in this resource, to 
be printed and cut out, children can colour and 
collage, tearing or cutting out paper feathers, 
and creating poetry from a ‘word hoard’ of 
thoughts around birds, flight and freedom.

We can tell stories of where the birds have 
come from, migrating from other countries, 
just like in the book Hummingbird.

Or we can write our wishes on their wings and 
send them flying, as described in the book 
Swallow’s Kiss.

Your birds can be displayed in various ways— 
on a window, hung from a ‘washing line’, as a 
mobile, or on individual sticks.

Each bird will be as individual as its creator and 
provide an inspiring flight of colour and ideas 
across the classroom! The more birds you make, 
the better it will look!

Materials provided:
s Bird template to print out

s Ideas for decorating the birds 
 (collage/colour etc)

s Writing and sensory ideas—creating a ‘word 
 hoard’ as a stimulus for poems/wishes/stories

s Ideas for display.
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Ideas for decorating 
your birds
Print out the bird template on thin 
card—160gsm is about right.

It’s a good idea to colour your bird 
before you cut it out—it doesn’t 
matter if you go over the lines. Use 
brush tipped felt tips and try to 
colour the bird all over and  
not leave any card showing.

You can do stripes or big blocks  
of different colours—think  
about what colour to do 
the head, the beak and  
the wings, the tail  
and the body. 
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Ideas for decorating 
your birds (continued)

If you do a light colour underneath, like 
yellow or pale blue, you can add spots 
and patterns in a darker colour—say red 
or dark green—on top.

When you’ve finished colouring carefully 
cut the bird out.

Now you can add paper feathers. Find 
coloured or patterned paper – it can be 
recycled wrapping paper or taken from 
glossy magazines. Just cut out simple 
feather shapes, not too big, and glue 
them to the end of the tail and the wings, 
overlapping them as you go, on the 
coloured side of your bird. Alternatively, 
if you want to, you can tear the paper to 
make the feather shapes.

You can add sequins and little pieces 
of shiny foil too if you want, to catch 
the light.

This is the sort of shape you need for your feathers.
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Ideas for Writing and 
Sensory activities

As a class, make a list or ‘word hoard’ as a 
stimulus for creative writing and poetry.

Here are some ideas with a list of words 
underneath to start you off:

s Think about birds—what they sound 
like, what they look like. Can you hear any 
from the classroom? Maybe listen to some 
birdsong online. 
Cheeping, twittering, calling, hooting, 
screaming, whistling… 

s How do birds move and feed? 
Swoop, flutter, peck, glide, twitch… 

s Bring in some feathers, picked up on walks 
or you can get ostrich, osprey and peacock 
feathers on the internet. Describe them—
what do they feel like? Play with them…
Soft, tickly, springy, scratchy…
�

s Look at the language used in the two 
books Hummingbird and Swallow’s Kiss. What 
are the words that the authors use  
to describe the birds?
‘Feathers flash’, ‘flying fast as thought’, 
zoom, tiny, fearless…

s Imagine you are a migrating bird—a 
swallow or a hummingbird maybe—and 
describe your long long journey. What can 
you see beneath you—your ‘bird’s’ eye view’? 
How do you feel? 
Free, tired, frightened, nervous, happy, warm, 
cold, shivering

Write some of these words on the uncoloured 
side of your bird. For example: light, soft, bright, 
brave, strong… 

You might be able to put the words together 
to make a poem.

Or maybe you could write what you wish for on 
the bird’s wings… ‘I wish I could fly’, ‘I wish my 
Gran was better’, ‘I wish I wasn’t so worried’.
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Ideas for displaying your  
flock of birds
The birds can be hung from strings on a 
washing line across the classroom—just  
punch a hole on the tip of one wing or in the 
tail or body. It looks best if they all hang at 
different heights, and in different ways, some 
swooping, some hanging from one wing or 
their tail maybe…
 
They could be hung from hoops, in circles  
at different heights. The hoops can be fixed  
to the ceiling from three equi-distant fixture 
points, like a hanging basket. I’ve provided a 
drawing below to show what I mean.
 
They can be taped onto a paper straw.
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