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This video resource is for Secondary 
school pupils aged 11–17 years and 
can be adapted for pupils at levels 
P4–P9 in special schools.

The video is a poetry-making activity 
designed to introduce the idea of how 
metaphor works in the language of 
poetry. The activity can be carried out 
as a written or aural activity (with the 
teacher acting as ‘scribe’).

The aim is to engage pupils in the 
process of ‘translating’ visual images 
into words, which they can then  
use creatively to talk about them-
selves, their feelings and the world 
around them.  

Access the video here:  
https://bit.ly/3u69BYG 

 
Materials needed:
s Whiteboard/flipchart or large piece of 
 paper/card for making Metaphor Wheel.
s Old magazines for cutting images from. 
s Scissors. 
s Envelopes or containers for keeping  
 the images in separate categories.
s Imagination!

What’s in the Video?
The video begins with a simple introduction 
from me in which I set out to find the ‘right’ 
words to talk about myself.

The word ‘metaphor’ is introduced and  
further explained by the construction of a 
Metaphor Wheel.

The Metaphor Wheel is made by drawing a 
large circle and sub-dividing that circle into 
sections. Each section can become a category 
(colour, food, animals, nature and so on).

Pictures taken from old magazines go into 
each section. 

Those pictures can be translated into words.

Pupils can then begin to construct a poem 
about themselves by using particular images, 
translated into words, to talk about who they 
are, what they like doing and what it is like in 
their world.

Cheryl Moskowitz 
Cheryl is a poet and novelist with lots of 
experience of delivering Pop Up Festivals in 
mainstream and special school classrooms. 
Her work includes the poetry anthologies 
Can It Be About Me and The Corona Collection. 
To find out more about Cheryl, visit her 
website: https://bit.ly/3c7xfxJ
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