
The story of my book came to me whilst 
reading an article about the discovery 
of a body on the Norwegian coast. It 
belonged to a young man who had been 
so desperate to leave the refugee camp, 
he tried to swim across the Channel, which 
tragically resulted in his death. The thought 
of someone risking everything for a second 
chance really stayed with me. When I 
researched further, I learned that many 
living in the camp were teenagers and 
children. These two facts fused together  
to form the concept of The Jungle.

Turning my story into a book involved 
lots of research, from newspaper 
articles, interviews, documentaries and 
photographs. I remember looking at an 
aerial photograph of the camp which 
showed just how much it had grown over 
a short space of time – from little more 
than a clutch of tents at the start to 10,000 
people when it was closed in 2016. It had 
grown into a society complete with shops, 
food stalls, even a bicycle repair shop, 
because the residents had endeavoured  
to create some form of normality.  
This determination really struck me  
during my writing of the story.

Pooja Puri is the writer of The Jungle 
(published by Black and White) and  
will be appearing at Pop Up Festival  
in Cambridgeshire on the 21st June.

The horrors many of the camp’s inhabitants 
had experienced even before arriving at 
the camp were difficult to imagine. Yet I 
was constantly amazed by their resilience 
and strength. One photograph showed  
a group of children playing football in 
the dirt. With their futures so uncertain, 
they had taken control in the only way 
they could – through a game of football. 
A few hours later, some of them would 
be jumping trains, risking their lives in the 
hope of trying to get to the UK and finding 
a better life for themselves. How these  
two existences, these two worlds, could  
sit alongside each other is something I’ve 
tried to explore in my story. 

The media often portrays refugees as a 
single group. In many ways, I hope my 
story will remind readers that the young 
people who seek refuge are more than a 
statistic. They are all individuals, each with 
their own unique dreams, hopes, fears 
and aspirations. That is where stories are 
so important. The power of imagination 
should not be underestimated. It can  
help us cross borders – to better 
understand the experiences of others. 

The 
JUNGLE

The Jungle tells the story of Mico,  
a young boy who leaves his family and 
home in search of a better life. Instead, 
he finds himself navigating one of the 

world’s most inhospitable environments: 
‘The Jungle’. This is the name for  

a refugee camp, in Calais, France.  
It has a wildness all of its own. 

By Pooja Puri
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