
Patchwork of Storytelling Project 

A creative writing and reading resource for teachers 
Background 

 ‘Sita is bringing her storytelling patchwork quilt to Hay Festival. In the pockets of the quilt are treasures 
from all her stories. Using the multi-sensory patchwork quilt Sita explores with young readers and aspiring 
writers the material out of which stories are formed.’ 

‘Teachers were inspired and were buzzing with enthusiasm and ideas to take back into their classrooms.’ Sita’s 
Patchwork of storytelling method illustrates how to get children to see themselves as authors and storytellers first by 
collecting a store house of treasure from their own reading and writing journeys. 

(Suzi Modi, Enfield Teacher Training Co-ordinator) 

!  

‘I'm drawn to the idea that we form part of an ever changing patchwork landscape of diversity. These stories 
take careful crafting, research and imagination to stitch…and of course any story written is only one piece of the 
patchwork. Quite a lot of what inspires me as a writer are the random meetings and exchanges and the 
metaphors and symbols that stay with me. The artichoke heart charm given to my character Mira in my first 
novel Artichoke Hearts (Macmillan Children's Books) has come to symbolise to me what writing is about…the 
process of peeling open layers of the heart to find the common humanity at the centre.’ So it's an artichoke that 
grows from the centre of my patchwork.’  Sita Brahmachari - Author 
  

  



!  

Working with students on creating their own patchwork pockets from their favourite stories. 

Sita Brahamachari offers her patchwork quilt of storytelling as a method of stimulating creative 
writing and enthusing young readers.  The quilt offers a memorable and multi-sensory visual 
metaphor for reading and creative writing.  Sita has been invited to teacher training sessions and 
literary festivals to explore the potential of the project with teachers. Many educators are now 
developing and adapting the ideas for their classrooms and the Patchwork of Storytelling animated 
film has been designed as a creative resource for teachers and students.    

 
Twilight Training Session with Pop Up Festival. 



A Guide to Watching and Using ‘The Patchwork of Storytelling’ 
animation by Sita Brahmachari 

Patchwork quilt and animation created and animated by Grace Emily Manning 

‘If only students did this process all through school they would have a physical record of their own 
reading and creating writing journeys throughout their education. If they could refer to all their 
patchwork of storytelling from primary into secondary they would have such an amazing and 
memorable resource that they could use in their exams as well as in their lives beyond as readers 
and writers of their own stories.’ 

(GCSE English teacher on Pop Up Festival Teacher Twilight Session Peterborough)  

!  

‘Artichoke Hearts’ was my debut novel – the artichoke was the first symbol I placed in my patchwork pocket 

Teachers are some of the most creative people I know.  When I asked artist Grace Manning to 
animate the patchwork quilt, containing elements from my own stories I hoped that she would 
create a resource that had endless possibilities for use in schools.  I’m so looking forward to 
hearing of all the ways that students and teachers respond to this resource in ways that we 
haven’t yet thought of.   

Please share how you have explored the resource with us and other teachers. 

We wanted to create something visual that all students no matter what their language can 
respond to. A love of stories, of writing and reading begins with a love of storytelling.  

Here are just a few suggestions of how to use this silent film. 
The 5 minute animated film ‘The Patchwork of Storytelling’ is silent to allow you and your 
students to talk about what you see, hear and imagine as it plays.   

1. Give each student a large envelope. Encourage them to doodle, draw and write 
responses to the film on the envelope. 

2. Watch the film once. Brainstorm responses to ‘Reading and writing is a treasure hunt of 
the imagination.’  



3. Give students 5 minutes to write down or/ and draw everything they remember from the 
film. 

  

4. Build these lists into poems and place them in the patchwork envelope.  

Explain that no two people’s response to the film is the same, just as no people’s 
response to a story is the same. That’s because we have to bring ourselves and our 
experience to the patchwork of storytelling. 

Example poem 

!  

Patchwork memory 

I saw a Kingfisher 
Flash of orange and bright turquoise 
It held a scroll in its mouth  
Singing songs of writing and landscape 



I smelt perfume 
Old fashioned perfume  
Dabbed on skin 
Releasing velvet memories 

5. Senses 

!  

Watch the film again. Give different students categories to fill in (depending on the age/ 
level of students as appropriate), using adjectives to describe what students experience. 

Sight - e.g.  An elephant blowing bubbles 

Smell - e.g. Perfume called ‘Remember’ 

Touch - e.g.  Hands playing a game of Jacks 

Taste - e.g. Tea pouring from earthenware pots 

Sounds - e.g. chime bells ringing 

Movement - e.g. Kingfisher flying, sycamore airplanes twirling 

Words in the quilt - e.g. Freedom, Love, activism, history etc… 

6. Soundtrack 



!  

Working in small groups ask students to write a small script to go with it interpreting what 
they think the film means about writing and reading. 

E.g.  Everyone has stories, everyone has the pieces of stories, you just need to find how you 
connect to stories, then once you have found the key you  can start to place your own ideas 
and objects in a patchwork envelope and sew together you own pieces. I think Sita is 
showing us some of the inspirations from her stories so that we can think about how we can 
start making our own.  

Do a screening of the film and have each student in the group present a piece of the 
narrative. 

7. Audio- Description 

!  

In my book ‘Brace False Teeth’ Alice has lost her sight.  Zeni , who is on work experience in 
a nursing home, has to try to communicate with Alice using words, smells, sounds, music 
and touch. These objects ignite Alice’s memories of the past and Zeni ends up creating a 
room dedicated to the precious memories of all the residents in the nursing home.   



Ask students to describe the film for Alice in words, giving her as many mutli-sensory 
memory prompts as possible.   

Make a list of things that would be helpful to give Alice so that she can touch, smell, taste 
and imagine the Patchwork of Storytelling quilt. 

Ask students to write up their description in one paragraph of prose or a poem. 

!  

e.g. ‘Nana’s coffin is painted with bright blue waves, leaping dolphins, butterflies and birds, birds 
everywhere’ From Mira’s dream in ‘ Artichoke Hearts’ 

8. Take each student’s patchwork piece and mount it on a classroom wall. As you explore 
themes in the stories encourage them to keep adding until you are ready to move on to 
your next story.  

9. Refer to student’s work when you’re teaching e.g. Take out of a pocket a student’s 
description of the day she saw a Kingfisher when you are teaching about use of 
adjectives, metaphors, similes etc…. It’s incredibly powerful to use student work as a 
reference not only examples of published authors… it helps Laila (who may be a child 
that doesn’t often contribute) to know that her story is a vital piece of the patchwork of 
storytelling.  

* Have lots of bits of card/ paper of different sizes, shapes and colours available to write and 
draw on. (Bookmark size is always popular) This encourages harvesting a few precious words 
instead of outfacing students with a larger piece of paper that needs filling. It’s also a great way 
to encourage editing! 



10. Use, adapt and play with the possibilities of this process for any book… 

!  

Once students understand and start to enjoy the process you can apply it to any other book 
that you read in class. 

Begin by offering a few symbols from the story and placing them in your own patchwork 
envelope. 

Eg. When reading Jasmine Skies 

The smell of Jasmine 

A kingfisher 

Dub step music 

Picture of an orphanage 

A map of India 

A sari 

(When you build the objects in your pocket think about what your students might connect 
to)  

Now you have made your patchwork connection and from now on students are encouraged 
to read the book actively by bringing in objects and ideas from their own lives that connect 
to the book. 

11. Display the patchwork envelopes and watch as students fill each pocket up with their 
own interpretations and offerings around the book you’re studying.  ( some students will 
like to share their contributions with you, others will shyly place something… a photo, a 
feather etc… that they really want to share with you)  

At the end of studying each book as students to lay the pieces from their patchwork out in a 
scrap book….  



This is the point at which I start my novels…. Encourage students to write their own story 
from their patchwork pieces they have collected while reading someone else’s book. 

!  

My own patchwork piece containing snippets of writing and objects that I laid out in a scrapbook before I 
began writing ‘Artichoke Hearts.’ 

Once set up as a classroom practice the Patchwork of Storytelling can be integrated into 
classroom activities as an independent student focused activity… just as children have 
independent reading time they can have independent patchwork of storytelling time to add 
their own creative inputs into a book that you are studying in class. This can work for any 
books as varied as a picture book to a GCSE study of ‘Macbeth’.   

Enjoy the treasure hunt! 

Sita Brahmachari 

Other Resources by Sita Brahmachari and Grace Emily Manning 

Red Leaves Book Trailer - https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Red+Leaves+Book
+Trailer&view=detail&mid=46E3E2F0E63CC179442546E3E2F0E63CC1794425&FORM=VIRE 

Kite Spirit exhibition for Pop Up Festival 

Book Trust articles about the Patchwork Storytelling Project : 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/d/books/children/blog/871 

Working with the quilt with Refugee People with Jane Ray at Islington Centre for Refugees and Migrants where 
Sita and Jane are writer and artist in residence  

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/writing/online-writer-in-residence/blog/884/

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Red+Leaves+Book+Trailer&view=detail&mid=46E3E2F0E63CC179442546E3E2F0E63CC1794425&FORM=VIRE
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/d/books/children/blog/871

