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Warm-up Activity 
Finding Places at Walmer Castle

A simple way for students to take the  
lead in their writing, by anchoring their 
inspiration in a real place of their choosing 
at Walmer Castle. 

Students explore the grounds of Walmer Castle 
grounds, with the brief of looking for places 
that they particularly like or feel connected 
to, or that strike them in some way. It should 
be somewhere that, for whatever reason, they 
would like to stay in for more than a passing 
moment. 

When they discover one of ‘their places’ they 
should record it – either by taking a photo 
(ideally) or recording through a rough sketch of 
where they are and what they can see. They are 
given one question to consider; for example, 
why did you choose this place?

When they have identified one or more of these 
places, they could work in pairs or small groups 
either to go back to one or more of these places 
and experience them together or they could 
share their experiences verbally, taking turns,  
as a whole class. 

Exercise 
My Place at Walmer Castle

This exercise can empower students to see 
how quickly their writing can ‘fall into place’ 
and be a great confidence-building tool.

Students identify one favourite place each from 
the places that they have identified at Walmer 
Castle. If possible, the student returns to their 
chosen place, or if not, they can refer to the 
photograph or sketch that they made on site.

Students create a word bank linking to their 
place. Depending on the student’s age and 
ability, this could just be nouns of what they 
could see or hear there. If appropriate, students 
could identify adjectives and/or phrases 
describing aspects of the place, or feelings that 
they had when they were there. The teacher 
should model this for the class to create a group 
word bank, taking suggestions from everyone, 
creating a list of words and phrases to describe 
one particular ‘class place’ at Walmer Castle.

Using the word bank and the place reference 
(photograph or sketch) back in the classroom, the 
teacher models writing a poem about the ‘class 
place’. The sentence starter ‘My Place at Walmer 
Castle is…’ is used and then words and phrases 
from the word bank placed together to form a 
poem about the place. It is important that the 
teacher keeps reading aloud the poem they are 
modeling during the live writing phase,  
to underline the flow and rhythm of the poem. 

Students create their own poems to describe 
their own favourite place at Walmer Castle 
following the same sentence starter ‘My Place  
at Walmer Castle is …’.
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Extension 
The Power of Walmer Castle

The students imagine that they are back in 
their favourite place at Walmer Castle and 
that they find an object in their place that they 
can pick up. It might be something natural like 
a pine cone or a leaf, or it could be something 
entirely fantastical. 

Students write stories where they imagine 
spotting the object in the place, using as full 
descriptions as possible of their places. Perhaps 
they imagine that it is glowing, hovering or that 
it looks unusual in some way. They pick it up, 
and in their stories are encouraged to describe 
fully what it feels like in their hand and the detail 
of what it looks like. They realise that the object 
gives them a power. 

Students use the following questions to plan 
and write a story about the object they discover 
at Walmer Castle.

Story Questions:
�

s What power would they like to have and how
 will they use it?

s Why is this power important to them/why
 might they need it?

s How do they realise they have this power? 

s What do they do with their new-found power?

s Does using their power go to plan?
 What happens?

s Do they return the object to Walmer Castle?
 Why?

These activities can be used for students with 
ASD, ADHD, Global Development Delay, Downs 
Syndrome and who have Speech, Language 
and Communication difficulties,  
as appropriate.
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