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This resource was created to 
support the exploration of  
my book Respect: The Walter 
Tull Story by school classes. 
I’ve described how I personally 
deliver the activities in 
workshops in both SEN and 
mainstream schools.

About the book
 
Respect tells the true story of Walter Tull – 
the first black professional on-field footballer, 
who  showed resilience in the face of many 
difficulties, was brought up in care and then 
signed up as a soldier to fight in the first world 
war – where he became the first ever Black 
British officer.

Respect is economically told and has read-
aloud qualities that will hold the students’ 
attention. Individual students move on to 
reading it for themselves. It appears to be quite 
a grown-up book but is actually at a reading 
age of 8 years and is presented in a way that 
appeals to reluctant readers or readers with 
low literacy skills or learning disabilities. It is 
presented in a clear font, well-spaced and on 
cream paper. It includes illustration, drawings 
and some real photographs, and is written 
in short chapters.

Respect tells the Walter Tull story as a quick 
read. This book has had wide ranging and 
long-lasting appeal because of the inspirational 
nature of its subject and also because it is a tale 
that is very economically told and can be read 
in one session. The story appeals to boys and to 
girls and to even the most reluctant reader.

Those who want to find further detail or see 
more artefacts and photos can use the book 
alongside Walter Tull’s Scrapbook. The 
Scrapbook has many more illustrations and 
more detail. It can be flipped through in any 
order rather than read as a narrative.
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Book Cover 
Activity 

Respect has been in print for many years –  
as a consequence of this it has three covers – 
illustrated here. A new edition will soon  
be published and this book will need a  
new cover.

I show all three covers to the class and take 
a vote on which one they prefer. This breaks 
the ice and encourages students to give brief 
reasons for their choice. We move on, going into 
greater depth, but this is a very enabling start 
– requiring simply a show of hands and maybe 
the briefest of oral contribution. 

Discussion of the cover art shows grasp of  
the subject matter, mood, themes, style and 
issues of the book. It is effectively a way  
of summarising the story, promoting discussion 
of it, checking comprehension and encouraging 
some re reading – which is very valuable. 

Having seen three possible alternatives and 
chatted about them, I ask the students to 

design their own cover for the new edition. 

This starts as a sketch, doodle or drawing 
that can be done by students while we are 
discussing the subject. The activity moves on 
to some students really developing their work. 
Some might even be able to write a blurb for 
the back cover which summarises the story. 

I sometimes give them the chance to dedicate 
their version of the book to a person or type of 
person, e.g. “My book is dedicated to... 

‘All Unsung Heroes’ 
‘All Those Who Have Experienced Difficulties’
 ‘Survivors’
‘The Resilient’

Students can use Walter Tull’s Scrapbook as 
a source of other visual material that they might 
like to consider using for their covers.

We discuss colours and the effect of them, 
methods of illustration – sketching, painting, 
collage, computer. 

We discuss symbols (e.g. the poppy) and we 
also discuss the function of a cover and  
why we read.

Then the students can make their book cover. 
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Display 
 
This activity can lead to a classroom display  
of artwork, plus evidence of discussion  
and understanding of the book and a memento 
of the book and the session. 

Reading For Pleasure 
 
As a follow up, students can be presented with 
an array of other books with interesting covers 
to look at and discuss – and hopefully to tempt 
the students into further reading for pleasure. 
 
This is a creative way of approaching literary 
discussion and discussion of social and 
historical themes by means of drawing, 
painting, collage or computer art. It promotes 
reading, re-reading and thinking and talking 
about reading.

Here are some sketches showing 
early doodles and some more 
developed work.

ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT RESPECT BY MICHAELA MORGAN 
PAGE 3 /5



Class Poem 
Activity 

I start by showing the students my two books 
about Walter Tull. I show the photograph of 
Walter Tull on page 27 of Respect and the 
cover, and page 10 of Walter Tull’s Scrapbook.                           

I talk of how this photograph set me on my 
quest to discover the story of Walter Tull – by 
capturing my imagination. I imagined what it 
was like to be Walter Tull – to see the world 
through his eyes, to stand in his boots. I allowed 
my mind to dwell on what the world would be 
like for him.

I used my imagination and I used my senses.

We then talk about using all our senses and 
focus in on each one in turn.

We make a class poem based on the senses. 

Focusing, being mindful of the moment and 
accepting that we are all experiencing different 
things at the same time is valuable for life and 
for literature.

Working on their own or with a helper or partner 
I ask students to make notes about what is 
happening now. 

I start with the simplest What can you see?

Then What can you hear? 

I move through the senses and I add What do 
you hope for/dream of? or What do you fear? 
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After students have had a moment to write 
their first impressions, I gather in their ideas and 
write them on flip charts. The poem is effectively 
edited in class as I record it on the flip chart 
so students see the editing process – cutting 
out inessential words, thinking of alternative 
words, adding detail, effective repetition, etc. 
They see the process with jotting, crossing out, 
getting stuck, changing mind and, importantly, 
we demonstrate regular reading back and 
appreciation of what has been written.

By the end we have written a class poem, which 
we perform aloud with a refrain; for example, 
These are some of the things I see. Everyone 
contributes to this poem. 

I’ll share an example here, created by a class  
in a special school:
 
I can see Ms Stapleton walking curiously
I can see us concentrating, working hard.
I see paintings lining the walls
I see Mr Ryder, taking it all in.
I see walls of cream, littered with products of 
 budding minds
And I see views of trees
These are some of the things I see.

I hear shot guns, echoing over yonder
I hear the sound of planes overhead
I hear the TeleTubbies – in my memory.
And I hear a smirk. I hear it growing.
I hear chattering from down the stairs
These are the things I hear.

I dream of SUCCESS – everybody cheering.
I dream of Albert Finney calling my name
I dream of a world without any wars.
I dream… simply to be remembered
These are the things I wish.

I can see a painting – a painting of a soldier.
I can see – not me - but maybe a philosophy.
I can see Callum. He’s sitting on a chair.
And Callum sees people’s feelings and
 thoughts.

I can hear people talking, talking.
I can hear the clock tick tick tick.
I can hear Emma.  She is whispering. 
I can hear pencils writing down our thoughts
These are the things I hear.
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