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A story Adventure at 
Knole House & Park
by aKarin Littlewood c
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Knole House 
and Park 
Knole is a magical place, full of 
secrets and treasures just waiting to 
be revealed! 

Both inside and outside the house, 
in every nook and cranny there are 
discoveries to be made. Wild deer 
roam the ancient landscape – there 
are even some white ones to spot if 
you are lucky! 

There are Roses and Rams, Leopards 
and Elks, eerie witchmarks and secret 
doors. Kings, queens and nobles, 
mermaids and crowns are all found 
within these walls. Four poster beds 
and tapestries rest in spangled rooms 
and ornate clocks still tick the time 
away. Open the door and step into 
600 years of history.... 

Before your visit  
The education team at Knole have a fantastic 
set of themed handling boxes, which can be 
sent to your school in advance of your visit, or 
used on the day, according to your preference. 

Ahead of your visit, the education team at 
Knole will send you: 
+ Images to download of things just waiting to 
be found in the house and grounds. 
+ A large key 
+ Pass the Parcel of the Past 
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Here is one way you can prepare for your 
special visit. This version of ‘pass the parcel’  
is a sensory and visual introduction to Knole.  
If you prefer, this game can also be played 
at Knole during your visit! 

+ Your ‘parcel’ is made up of sensory layers. 
Use a variety of fabrics, beading and cord – rich 
and ornate, silky smooth to plain and simple, 
full of textures and colours, patterned and plain. 
Have fun putting this together! 

+ Print out the images you’ve been sent by the 
team at Knole individually onto a postcard-
sized thin card or heavy weight paper. Place 2  
or 3 of the image cards in between each 
wrapped layer of your parcel. If you’ve borrowed 
one of the handling boxes from Knole, wrap 
some of the small objects from the box into 
your parcel. A chocolate golden coin always 
goes down well! 

Wrap these postcards and objects, about  
3 per layer, between the fabrics, with the key 
sent by the team at Knole in the centre as the 
final object to be unwrapped. Maybe you would 
also like to leave a written message here? 

+ Have fun choosing the music for your game. 
Knole has music resources available too. There 
are 600 years of musical history to choose 
from! Whatever the era, from Medieval to 
Tudor through to the Roaring Twenties and 40’s 
wartime tunes... 

+ Make sure each student has a layer to 
unwrap. Take time to talk a little about what 
they have found. What do they feel, see and 
hear? What do they think may lie ahead on  
their visit? 

+ Knole has an ‘Armada Chest’... an ancient 
heavy wooden chest with complicated locks 
and keys. How about finding a large cardboard 
box to place the parcel inside? Make it into your 
own simple version of the chest at Knole by 
drawing keyholes, locks and chains. When the 
students open the box, make it as easy or tricky 
as you wish. The parcel is hidden inside. 
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On the day of  
your visit 
Welcome to this incredible place!  
You will be met by a member of 
Knole’s education team. 

+ Keep your postcards from playing the Pass 
the Parcel of the Past game to hand and have 
the big key ready. 

+ You have the ceremonial key... which old 
door can it open to reveal the mysteries of this 
magical place? The students will recognise 
some of the things they have become familiar 
with whilst playing Pass the Parcel of the Past 
before the visit. A voyage of discovery lies 
ahead... from room to room, from floor to ceiling 
now is the time to seek and find.

If you choose not to play the game beforehand 
in the classroom, Pass the Parcel of the Past can 
be played at the start of your visit. Where can all 
the things be that are found in the parcel? They 
are all here, you just have to find them! The deer 
may be easy to spot, although they do like to 
hide so keep your eyes open, especially for the 
white ones!

+ The education team will have an A3 sheet 
of paper with 6 circles and drawing resources 
available for each student. Once students have 
found their favourite objects, recognised from 
the postcards in the parcel, one object is drawn 
in each circle. Maybe something totally new 
has been spotted? Maybe there is a colour 
that makes them feel truly royal? Maybe it’s 
something so tiny, no one has ever seen it 
before, or so enormous it’s unforgettable and 
just has to be drawn and remembered! Cut out 
each completed circle and attach to the ribbon 
or braid provided by the education team. 

A STORY ADVENTURE AT KNOLE HOUSE & PARK 
BY KARIN LITTLEWOOD PAGE 3 / 4



The Magical 
Leaping Stag 
I have painted a magical leaping 
stag for Knole, with golden antlers 
and a silver crown. He is leaping 
through the rich velvet night, 
spangled with gold and silver stars.

Knole is his new home and the education  
team will introduce him to your students  
during your visit.

He doesn’t have a name, and I don’t know 
much about him! Maybe you can help? Where 
has he come from? What has he seen? How 
many years has he been here? This is how 
stories begin.... 

Hang the colourful drawn circles you made 
earlier during your visit from the stag’s golden 
antlers. See how proud and magnificent 
the stag looks. Does this inspire more 
wonderment? Do more stories unfold? Look  
at the stag and speak about what you see  
and feel. Have you got a story to tell? From  
the past or into the future? 

Listen to the students and any stories you may 
hear. Maybe you are a scribe from the past? Do 
you have a quill or a modern pen with a feather 
attached? Write their thoughts, words and 
descriptions down to take back to school. What 
stories will grow from this? Take a photo of the 
stag in all its glory. 

A high-resolution digital image of the stag is 
available for you to use. Please ask Knole’s 
education team to email it to you. This image 
can be printed out or shown large on the 
whiteboard, so you can continue to draw and 
tell stories and bring back some of the Knole 
magic into your school.

Enjoy your Knole adventure!  
Karin Littlewood 
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