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Park to life 
through Poetry  
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By Cheryl Moskowitz



A written resource 
by poet, Cheryl 
Moskowitz, to be 
used in conjunction 
with school visits to 
Knole Park. 
The resource is designed to 
encourage pupils of all ages and 
abilities, and their teachers, to use 
poetry as a way to enhance their visit, 
record observations, communicate 
and share their ideas and learning 
about the place. 

This resource is aimed at KS2 and 
KS3 pupils and their teachers in SEN 
schools across Kent. 

Poetry helps us to see and understand things 
differently. A poem is like a picture. It is a way 
of sharing an experience with others and 
remembering for yourself where you have been 
and what you have done. To make a poem you 
need to try to find words that match what we 
are seeing, thinking, or feeling about being in a 
place. A good poem will make pictures in the 
head of the person that is hearing it or reading 
it. A poem, once it is written, is for sharing. Every 
poem is different and tells those reading and 
hearing it something different about the place 
or subject that inspired it. The sound and look of 
a poem can be as exciting as its content. I hope 
that this resource might inspire you to write 
poems of your own about your visit to Knole.

You might be interested in also looking at some 
online resources I have created about writing 
site specific poetry for the Places of Poetry 
initiative: https://www.placesofpoetry.org.uk/
Resources/

For further inspiration about ways in to writing 
poetry you might also want to read the poems 
in my collection Can it Be About Me? and get 
more ideas for writing your own.

Can it Be About Me? can be ordered from:

http://199.204.248.127/~cherylmo/can-it-be-
about-me.html 
 
Much of the content and inspiration for the 
writing of this resource resulted from a visit I 
made together with pupils and teachers from 
Grange Park School to Knole Park on one 
beautiful sunny day last July. Huge thanks are 
due to the wonderful staff and kind volunteers 
at Knole Park for their participation.
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BRINGING KNOLE PARK TO LIFE THROUGH POETRY AND THE IMAGINATION 
(for SEN Pupils KS2 and KS3) by CHERYL MOSKOWITZ

In this ancient woodland

Wild deer make their home

Adventure awaits those

who come visit and roam 

Built high on a hill top

Half hidden by trees
Knole House has been standing

for six whole centuries

Through Green Court, then Stone Court 

and into Great Hall -
portraits from history
look out from every wall

Go up the Great Staircase

it goes on forever
Explore room after room

of fine jewels and feathers

X-framed chairs fit for kings

Spangled rooms, fancy beds 

Loo seats made of silver

clothes sewn with golden thread…. 

Poem by Cheryl Moskowitz 

Poetry is all about finding a language through rhythm and sound, words and images that can 
bring to life the things we see around us and give voice to the pictures, feelings, thoughts, ideas 
and imagining that goes on in our heads.



together with poet, Cheryl Moskowitz, 
volunteers and staff from Knole Park

July 5, 2019 at Knole Park, National Trust 

Wander in the park and find something 
you might be inspired to write a poem 
about. As well as all the deer running 
about, you’ll find insects and other animals 
and plants growing there. Like it says in 
the above poem, at Knole you’ll find dead 
things too, dead wood, dead grass, dead 
trees, maybe even the bones, feathers 
or casings left behind by dead animals, 
birds or insects… Archaeologists have 
discovered remnants from the Bronze 
Age here. There is a low hill in front of 
the house, called Echo Mount, that is 
supposed to be a Bronze Age burial 
mound. The word ‘knoll’ means ‘a small 
rounded hill’. It could be that that this 
burial mound is the knoll, the landmark, 
from which the house and park took its 
name.

Look… see things differently

Look around you and make a note of what 
you see and find interesting. You can do 
this by using pictures, Makaton symbols 
and/or writing it down on a notepad or 
strips of paper. You could ask someone 
else to be your ‘scribe’ and they could do 
this writing for you. Note down what you 
find and what it makes you think of. You 
might discover something that has never 
been found before or see something in a 
new way!

For instance Abi (in the poem below) 
found a stone that she thought might be 
an old arrow head, and Poppy found a 

dead tree that resembled a rocket ship 
heading to space with tangled roots that 
looked like a seething nest of serpents! 

Listen… even silence contains stories

While you are wandering around Knole 
Park, take a moment to stop, close your 
eyes and listen carefully to specific parts of 
the park. Even when it is very very quiet, 
with your eyes closed you may be able to 
hear sounds you wouldn’t otherwise. You 
might even be able to imagine sounds that 
might have been there once or are echoes 
from the past. Note down what you hear. 

The poem above mentions a woodpecker, 
an anthill containing 14,000 ants, and 
an ice house. If you listen closely you 
might actually hear the tapping of the 
woodpecker, or the scurrying of the 
thousands of busy ants underground, or 
even the drip and crackle of ice brought 
hundreds of years ago, all the way from 
Scandinavia to Sevenoaks in Kent, still 
melting slowly away in the ice house …

Learn… let the world be our teacher

Knole is a busy place, attracting visitors, 
but also historians, artists, scientists, 
conservationists and specialists of all 
kinds who come to work and study at 
Knole. When you come to Knole there 
will be many kind volunteers on hand to 
share information about their discoveries. 
You may want to include some of these 
interesting facts in the poems that you 
write together with all the thoughts, ideas, 
imaginings and findings you have made.

GATHERING IDEAS TO MAKE YOUR OWN POEM ABOUT KNOLE…
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During their recent visit to Knole, young people from Nexus School composed this poem: 

A Day at Knole Park

There’s a lot of death in this house
Henry VIII used to hunt deer here

and wear ostrich feathers for showing off.
The house has diamond shaped

criss-cross windows.
This house is cherished.

They used to play with wooden toys,
wooden stumps carved

with butterflies and beetles.
Green fields of deer…

That’s why I love the countryside so much.

Listen! A loud woodpecker pecking away,
then a calm silent echo.

A rough and prickly tree with soft leaves
and lumpy bark. It looks like a snake,

a slithering snake.

There’s yucky poo amongst the grass flowers
insects crawling and an ant running.

There’s a whole ant supermarket!
Underneath the anthill, that mound in the ground,

14,000 busy ants can be found!

Poppy’s climbing onto what?
A bomb shelter? An igloo?
A place to keep things hot?
Nooo… it’s an ice house!!!

Rough holes, made of bricks.

Sapphire walks around the ice house,
Emma, Abi, Jenny, Holly and Debbie hug a tree.
Abi finds a beech nut shell and an arrow head.

Poppy’s on a rocket-ship with flaming roots, wild serpents
waving their heads, waves crashing on a rough sea.

Bethany can see pretty deer, buttercups
and daisies, bright yellow. Inside, there’s the King’s bed

with the lion and the unicorn, bellows
for getting the fire going and a carpet waterer,

for watering the carpet…

You put your thumb over the top
to hold the water in. Let go, to let the water out.

Knole is good. Knole is great. Knole is…
Brilliant! Amazing! Royal!
This house is cherished.

 by Abi, Beth, Holly, Poppy, Sapphire and staff from Nexus Foundation Special School
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FACT and IMAGINATION

Knole Park is a 1000-acre biological site of special scientific interest in Sevenoaks in Kent. 

Knole House is full of hidden treasures. Originally a palace, it is said to have 52 staircases 
and 365 rooms through which countless kings, queens, butlers, maids, cooks, tradespeople 
and footmen have travelled. In the house look for things that people used to use that we 
don’t use anymore, like the ‘carpet waterer’ that was mentioned in the poem written by 
the pupils from Nexus School. See if you can find ways to describe the furniture, decor and 
other things in the house in enough detail so that someone who isn’t there might be able to 
picture it in their head.

There is much that is very, very old here. It is true, there is a lot of history and death in this 
place, but look beyond the surface, use your imagination and you may find lots else that is 
alive and present and new ways to bring the past to life besides!!!

Combine fact and imagination.

This tree isn’t dead… 
it’s a whale riding the waves of the sea 

it’s a rocket ship going to the moon 
it’s a crocodile waiting to gobble you up 

These woods are full of life… 

like the tiny bark beetle, Cerylon fagi
and the Oak Pinhole Borer Platypus cylindrus

and mushrooms like the earth star Geastrum fornicatum 
and toadstools like the tube-grilled Boletus pruinatus 

and other rare species of fungi like Fomes fomentarius and Schizophyllus 

Knole House isn’t just a house, it’s a home
Knole Park isn’t just a park, it’s a poem!

SUMMARY

Find something dead (tree, wood, grass) and use facts and your imagination to give it new 
life

Find somewhere quiet (the sward where the anthills are, the old ice house, Echo Mount) and 
use facts and your imagination to give it sound.

Find things that interest you in Knole House (the furniture, the pictures, the objects) and find 
out where they came from and what they were used for and imagine you had some of those 
same things in your house or your school. 

Choose the best images and lines from your notes and ideas and weave them into a poem 
of your own about Knole Park. This could be a group poem or an individual poem.

Share your poem with others through sign, pictures, Makaton... every way you can!
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