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A step-by-step teacher’s guide for reading Nimesh the Adventurer as a class 
reader. These questions could also be used to prompt discussion in small 
groups or for independent readers approaching the text on their own. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Guided Reading Resource 

Cover image 
• What is the title of the story? 

• Who is the author? Who is the illustrator? 

• What do you think of the name ‘Nimesh’? Does this name give you 
a clue to the cultural background of the main character? 

• What is an ‘Adventurer’? What sort of adventure is Nimesh having 
on the front cover? 

• What sort of buildings can you see in the background? What kind of 
shops are visible? Where do you think this story is set? 

•  

•  

Pages 1-2 
• Can you spot Nimesh on this page? 

• Who do you think says the words: “Hello 
Nimesh, is school over”? 

• What does the word “ancient” mean? What 
might “an ancient cave” look like? 

• What do you think might be asleep in “an 
ancient cave”? What clues on the page help 
you work this out? 

• Why does Nimesh tell his friends: “this is not 
a school”? 
 

Pages 3-4 
• What does the dragon on this page look like? Is this how you would expect a dragon to look? 

• How does the illustrator make this picture look like both a cave and a classroom? 

• What does the dragon at the table appear to be doing? 

• Look at the expression on Nimesh’s face: how does he react to seeing the dragon? 
 

Pages 5-6 
• What does the display in the corridor show? Can you see another similar display further down the 

corridor? What is the point of these displays? 

• Are there any other items and objects that you can see in this corridor that make it similar to your 
own school? 

• What inspires Nimesh to transform a normal school corridor into “the bottom of the ocean”? 

• Who do you think says the words: “It looks like a corridor to me, Nimesh”? 
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Pages 13-14 
• Where is Nimesh now? 

• Who do you think “Charlie” is? What clues helped you work this out? 

• What can you see in the shop windows behind Nimesh? Do these give you a clue as to what 
Nimesh will see on the next page? 

• What does the “…” at the end of the sentence on this page mean? 

• Can you fill in the gap here? What do you think Charlie once was? 

 

Pages 7-8 
• These pages show the same school corridor as that which 

appeared on the previous page. Can you see whereabouts in the 
corridor Nimesh is now? 

• What objects commonly found at “the bottom of the ocean” can you 
see in this picture? 

• What is Nimesh wearing as he swims through the ocean? What is 
the purpose of this equipment? 

• What expression does Nimesh have on his face now? Is he scared 
of the shark? 

 

Pages 11-12 
• Were you right about what Nimesh imagines? What feature of the previous 

page is repeated on this page? 

• How has Nimesh’s outfit changed on this page? Can you explain this change? 

• What other objects on this page make it clear that Nimseh has imagined the 
North Pole? 

• Do you know what a glacier is? Can you point to a glacier on this page? 

• What is an avalanche? Why does it make “the ground tremble”? 

• Over the past pages, Nimesh has come face-to-face with a dragon, a shark 
and an avalanche. How has he reacted to these experiences? 
 

Pages 9-10 
• Where do you think Nimesh is now? 

• Who says: “Are you going down this road, Nimesh”? Is this the same voice that you have heard 
before? 

• What do you notice about the road and the buildings on this page? Can this be explained by the 
name of the street? 

• Nimesh doesn’t see the ordinary road in front of him. Are there any clues on this page as to what 
Nimesh sees in his imagination? Hint: look at the shops and the woman walking down the street. 
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Page 21-22: 
• Nimesh has arrived at the local park. What are the 

similarities and differences between this local park 
and your own? 

• What ‘landmarks’ do you pass on your walk home 
from school? 

• The bench in this picture is dedicated to somebody. 
When and why do people dedicate benches to loved 
ones? 

• Nimesh refuses to believe that this is just a local 
park. What detail from this picture do you think will 
inspire him this time? 

• Why do you think the voice that talks to Nimesh 
always denies what he sees with his imagination? 
 

•  

 

Pages 17-18 
• Where has Nimesh arrived now? 

• How many different types of treats can you see in this shop window? 

• How does this scene contrast with the scene on the previous page? 

• What do you think Nimesh will imagine when he looks into this window? Hint: Look at one of the 
windows on the left-hand side. 
 

Pages 15-16 
• What kind of scene is Nimesh imagining here? What 

clues helped you work this out? 

• What is a “guardsman”? What do you think their job 
would be? 

• Can you find out what is meant by “the Indian Maharaja”? 

• Which character on the page might be “the Indian 
Maharaja”? Why does he look so surprised? 

• What tone of voice might you use to say these words: 
“Oh really, Nimesh”? 

• Can you see Charlie’s legs in this picture? What is he 
doing? 

• Are there any other details from the previous page 
repeated here? 

 

Pages 19-20 
• Did you guess what Nimesh was going to imagine? 

• What Is Nimesh using as a sword in this picture? Why? 

• What reason does Nimesh give for not being scared of the 
pirates? 

• Who are the people looking out of the little windows at the 
base of the ship? Why are they here? 

• What do you think the pirates have been doing on this 
ship? There is a clue in what one of the pirates on the deck 
is holding and what you can see in one of the windows. 
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Page 23-24: 
• How has Nimesh transformed the old woman sitting on the bench to a princess in a garden? 

What details have remained the same? 

• What is the name of the princess? Look carefully at the picture to find out. 

• What clues are there that this princess is kind as well as beautiful? 

• Can you tell the story of this princess? Where do you think she has come from? What is she 
doing in this garden? 

• Why is Nimesh peeking out from behind the plant in this picture? 

 

Page 25-26: 
• The voice on this page asks: “And what’s this, 

Nimesh?” Where is Nimesh now? 

• What are the three suggestions about what Nimesh 
will see with his imagination? Which of these 
suggestions do you think is the right one? 

• What is an emperor? Why might he live in a castle? 

• What is the woman in the right of the picture doing? 
Who do you think she is? 

• What is sitting in the porch? Why do you think the 
illustrator has chosen to include this animal here? 
 

•  

Page 27-28: 
• Who comes to the door on this page? Who do 

you think this is? 

• What is the woman in this picture wearing?  

• The two women in this picture look very different. 
What do you think this tells us about the place in 
which Nimesh lives? 

• What kind of expression does Nimesh have on 
his face in this picture? 

• Why does Nimesh tell the voice that has been 
talking to him: “Don’t be silly”? 
 

Page 29: 
• Nimesh tell us that this is home. What clues are there that the man and woman shown on this 

page are his mother and father? 

• Who else is shown on this page? 

• Who is in the picture on the wall by the door? Do you have any similar photos displayed in your 
house? 

• Why do you think Nimesh doesn’t turn his home into another imaginative scene? 
 



Resources to accompany Nimesh the Adventurer written by Ranjit Singh and 
illustrated by Mehrdokht Amini  

 
 

Lantana Publishing 2017. This may be re-produced solely in the downloader’s school. 
 

5 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Challenge words in the story: 
 
ancient sleigh  glaciers avalanche Maharaja guardsman
 emperor  lush 
 

At the end of the story: 
• What was your favourite page in the book? Can you explain your answer? 

• If you had to summarise the message of the book in five-ten words, what would you say? 

• Can you explain how Nimesh’s imagination works throughout this story? 

• Do you think it is important to have a good imagination? Why? 

• Are there any dangers in having a vivid imagination? 

• What do the school, street and home scenes in this book tell us about communities in the 
twenty-first century? 

• What jobs could you do when you’re older that would be close to being “an adventurer”? 

 


